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The Dalmatin Bible edited in 1584 is the first Slovene translation of the entire Bible. The book is a Slovene cultural monument. It is the greatest achievement of the Reformation period in Slovenia, an extraordinary work, both from the point of view of content and in material terms. The entire text block of the Bible is richly illustrated with cliché prints, many of which had been used three decades earlier for the first edition of Luther's German translation.
We learn from the surviving archival documents that printing such an extensive work was a technically and financially demanding undertaking. Even in those days, commissioning such a work acted in an entirely commercial spirit. The rules that applied were similar to those that apply today.
The presented copy of the Bible was in active use for a very long time, as proved by numerous examples of damage caused by frequent use and inappropriate storage in the past. 
The text block was incomplete at the end, the lower board and cover were missing. 

Before starting the conservation-restoration intervention with which we were faced, we asked ourselves the ethical question of whether it is actually necessary to intervene with such an important book, since every conservation-restoration intervention reduces the originality of the original substance and because the book in question is a printed work, not a unique manuscript.
After examining the damaged book in question, we established that in its present condition the book is vulnerable, and that every use of it, no matter how small, would only increase the damage. For this reason we decided that the conservation-restoration intervention was necessary. 
The main purpose of the whole conservation intervention was to halt the process of disintegration, examine the structure and materials and conserve as much as possible the originality of the text block and the binding. The paper aims to present the working methodology and closes with findings regarding the structure and materials used. 

